April 7, 2021
Memorandum to:

Chairs of District School Boards
Directors of Education
School Authorities

From:

Stephen Lecce
Minister of Education
Nancy Naylor
Deputy Minister of Education

Subject:

Ministry of Education Updates and April Break Health and
Safety Reminder

Thank you for your continued efforts in upholding public health and safety measures
that have ensured schools remain open and safe, and which Ontario’s Chief Medical
Officer of Health has said are fundamental to keeping schools safe and students
learning alongside their peers in their classrooms.
Keeping schools open is critical to the mental health and well-being of Ontario youth.
During the emergency shutdown, schools will remain open for in-person learning with
strict safety measures in place, except in those regions where local public health units
have directed schools in their areas to pivot to remote learning. As outlined by the Chief
Medical Officer of Health, implementing a provincewide shutdown is needed to bring the
third wave of this pandemic under control so that we can save lives, keep our education
system open and allow our vaccination program to take hold.
The upcoming April 12th-16th break will continue as scheduled, but with enhanced safety
protocols to further protect schools, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vaccine roll-out to begin for eligible education staff in hot spots, and staff who
support students with complex special education needs across the province
Asymptomatic testing expansion
On-site confirmation of self-screening
Refresher training upon return from break
Outdoor instruction
Enhanced cleaning during the break
Curriculum-linked activities for students
Letter to parents promoting best practices for a safe April break

The Ministry recognizes the spring break will be an opportunity for staff and students to
rest and recharge during this unprecedented year. As we prepare for this break, and

within the context of this time-limited government action, it is important to continue
adhering to and communicating the importance of health and safety measures, leading
into and during the break, as well as when returning to school.
Education staff vaccination
We are pleased to share that, beginning the week of April 12th-16th, education workers
will be eligible to register for vaccination. This includes education workers who provide
direct support to students with special education needs across the province, and all
education workers in select hot spot areas, beginning with Toronto and Peel, then
rolling out to priority neighborhoods in other hot spot regions including York, Ottawa,
Hamilton, Halton and Durham. This will be followed by a rollout across the province as
supply allows. There will be specific instructions and information shared in short order.
This incremental step will continue safeguarding staff and students, and the Province
will roll this out as quickly as supply allows.
Asymptomatic testing expansion
The ministry will also work with school boards and testing partners to continue to offer
targeted testing in schools to support the safe return to in-person learning after the
break, through a variety of testing approaches.
For the week of April 12th-18th, pharmacies that offer testing and assessment centres
across the province will accept appointments from students and education staff for
asymptomatic testing. The Ministry of Education will be working with school boards to
offer school-based clinics. Parents are encouraged to take advantage of this testing
capacity to have their children tested to support a safe return to school on April 19th.
Children attending child care, and child care staff, will also be eligible to access this
testing.
Through this approach, asymptomatic testing will be available to all school communities
in the province during the break week.
On-site confirmation of self-screening
As you are aware, on-site confirmation of self-screening is mandatory for all school staff
and secondary students. On the return date of April 19th, all school boards and schools,
including elementary schools, will be expected to use on-site confirmation of selfscreening for all students. This additional step will help ensure that students with
symptoms do not enter schools.
Refresher training upon return from break
When school reopens on April 19th, boards should ensure that staff are prepared to
provide students with a refresher on health and safety measures on the first day of
class. The ministry will be releasing a health and safety webinar that staff can voluntarily

review over the break. Further information will be provided to boards on when educators
can access the webinar in the “Supports for Virtual Learning” eCommunity in the
ministry’s Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). In addition, attached is an educator
guide that focuses on COVID-19 safety protocols, including hand hygiene, physical
distancing and proper masking. The guide includes developmentally appropriate
classroom activities and discussion questions for engaging students in refreshing their
learning about health and safety protocols. These protocols, developed in concurrence
with leading health advice, have kept schools safe to date. By refreshing our memories
on them as we return to the class, we can ensure they continue to keep schools safe.
Outdoor instruction
As the weather becomes warmer across much of the province, the possibility of outdoor
learning opportunities should be considered by boards and schools. We know that many
boards facilitated outdoor learning arrangements during the fall, and we hope that this
experience can be expanded in situations where it is safe and weather-permitting to do
so.
Enhanced cleaning during the break
Based on discussions with school boards, we know that a large number of school
boards are planning on undertaking enhanced cleaning of their schools during the
spring break. We ask that all school boards use the break to undertake enhanced
cleaning so that all students and staff have the assurance of returning to a safe learning
environment. Guidance regarding school cleaning standards and best-practices is
outlined in the Guide to reopening Ontario’s schools.
We are directing schools to continue to provide access to their on-site child care centres
for those programs permitted to operate over the spring break.
Daily case reporting over the break
During the spring break, school boards and local schools will not be required to
complete daily reporting through the ministry’s absence reporting tool. Data collected on
April 9th will be reported on April 12th on Ontario.ca. Absence reporting will resume on
April 19th, 2021. Although no daily reporting is required to the Ministry during this period,
we understand that local public health units (PHUs) may still require contact with
schools and school boards during this period to support contact tracing, if necessary.
We ask that you work with your local PHUs to have a plan in place to address this
unique period, and to continue to leverage existing local PHU resources and
partnerships, including with school focused nurses, to support the return to school
following the break.

Curriculum-linked activities for students
Boards are also encouraged to remind parents and students about the Grades 1-8
supplemental, curriculum-linked activities they can access during the April break at TVO
Learn and TFO IDÉLLO, apprendre à la maison. These opportunities allow students to
reinforce learning. Given the disruption to learning that some students are facing this
year, school boards should remind parents and students about the extra-curricular
learning supports and programs that exist for their use.
Secondary students can continue to access TVO's Independent Learning Centre (ILC)
Open House and Portes ouvertes pour les cours TVO ILC in French-language. Mathify
(English) and Eureka! (French) are also available to provide one-on-one online tutoring
services for elementary and secondary students. Mathify covers online math tutoring in
English for Grades 6 to 10 and Eureka! supports all subjects for French-language
students in Grades 1 to 12.
Letter to parents
To support this period, the Ministry has developed a template letter to be sent to
parents, to encourage everyone to adhere to COVID-19 health and safety measures
within their community over the spring break. We encourage you to communicate this
information to your school communities, including staff, students and families prior to
and upon return from the break.
By following public health advice, we can all have a safe and restorative spring break,
and ensure classes return safely post break.
Thank you again for all your efforts to keep Ontario schools safe and open. Together we
can help to keep ourselves and our communities safe and healthy.
Sincerely,
Stephen Lecce
Minister

Nancy Naylor
Deputy Minister

Attachments:
1. Sample letter to be distributed to parents
2. Educator Guide A Healthy and Safe Return to School
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President, Association des enseignantes et des enseignants franco-ontariens
(AEFO)
Executive Director and Secretary-Treasurer, Association des enseignantes et des
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